150 REFORM AND THE LATERAN COUNCIL OF 1215
it faded away because the absences were so many. In this
case the records for the north are far more complete than
those of the south, and a roll in the British Museumx pro-
vides information about chapters held in 1223,1232, 1235,
1238, 1241, 1244, 1247, 1253, 1256, 1259, and 1265, a
very creditable list. At a chapter held shortly after 1265
the Stawta de Parco were issued, the result of a synthesis
of the customs of seven of the leading Augustinian houses
in the northern province.
Since so definite an effort was obviously made to carry
out the decree of the Council it is disappointing to contem-
plate the  poverty of the results.     In time the general
chapters doubtless became most useful and important in
uniting the orders under a common policy, in establishing
a check on the various houses, and in  preventing the
exercise of tyrannical power by unscrupulous abbots, but
the beginnings were humble enough and the development
exceeding slow.    Among the many visitations of monastic
houses recorded by the annalists in the reign of Hinry III
a very small proportion refer to chapter visitations, and
instances of the deposition of unsatisfactory abbots through
the agency of the chapter visitors are even rarer, yet this,
according to the Lateran decree, was one of their most
important functions*   In 1228 it is recorded that the priors
of St. Frideswide's and of Greisley priory resigned as a
result of a chapter visitation,2 but the new prior of St,
Frideswide's seems to have  been little more successful
since he was in his turn deposed by Bishop Grosseteste in
I236;3 an Augustinian visitor in Ireland is also said to
have  deposed various  abbots and substituted for them
Englishmen.4   There are a few instances of the visitors
drawing up codes of reforms for a house,5 but speaking
generally, the visitation of St. Albans in 1251 is probably
a fair example of what usually occurred, the abbot per-
suading the monks beforehand to make no complaints by
1 Cotton Roll XIII. 3, quoted by H. E. Salter.
* Ann. Mon. (Dunstable) iii. 112.
3  Ibid., p. 143,
4  Ibid., p. 116*
i.e. at Newstead priory on 16 July 1261, see Reg, Walter Giffard, Archbishop
p. 213,